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Sme QUERIES humbly propos d, upon 
the BILL now Depending before the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, for a 


 Toleration to the Epiſcopal Diſſenters 
in Scotland, 


E Preamble of the Bill intimates, that ſince the aboliſhing of 
| Epiſcopal Government in Scotland, thoſe of the Epiſcopal Perſwa- 
ſion have been frequently diſturb'd and interrupted in their Reli- 
gious Aſſemblys, and their Miniſters proſecuted with the utmoſt 
Rigour, for reading the Engliſh Service in their Congregations, and for 
adminiſtring the Sacraments according to the Form and Manner preſcrib'd 


in the Liturgy of the Church of Exgland. | 

The Bill propoſes to Enact, that Epiſcopal Diſſenters ſhall for the future 
have Liberty to meet and afſemble for the Exerciſe of Divine Worſhip in 
their own manner, by Paſtors Epiſcopally ordain'd, and to uſe in their Con- 
gregations the Litu rgy of the Church of England, without any Diſturbance: 
And all —_— concern'd are ſtrictly requir'd to give all manner of Pro- 


tection. Aid and Aſſiſtance to ſuch Miniſters, and thoſe of their Commu- 
nion, in their Aitemblys, in any Crown or Face Iii Scoriand. 


None are to exerciſe the Function of Paſtors in ſuch Meetings, but ſuch 
as have receiv'd Epiſcopal Orders, and preſented Letters of their Orders 
to the Juſtices of the Peace at the General or Quarter Seſſions; which 
Letters are to be entred on Record. 
All ſuch Paſtors are to take the ſame Oaths to the Queen and Govern- 
ment, and in the fame Place and Manner as the Presbyterian Clergy are 
Sblig d. 3 
Their Aſſemblies are to be held with Doors not lock*d; barr'd or bolted. 
The Epiſcopal Diſſenters are ſtill to pay Tythes, and other Parochial 
Duties to the Church or Miniſter of the Pariſh to which they belong. 
And whereas an Act paſs'd in the Parliament of Scotland, eAnno 1695. 
intituled, Au eAct againſt irregular Baptiſms and Marriages, by which 
Epiſcopal Miniſters are prohibited to Baptize any Children, or to ſolem- 
nize any Marriage, upon Pain of perpetual Impriſonment or Baniſhment, 
It is hereby repeaPd ; and propos'd to be Enacted, That none ſhall incur 
_— Diſability, Incapacity, Forfeiture or Penalty, upon account of their 
reſorting to Epiſcopal Meetings, which may be ſettled in what Towns or 
Places they think fit to chooſe: And that Epiſcopal Miniſters may not only 
pray and preach in Epiſcopal Congregations, but adminiſter the Sacra- 
ments, and marry, without any Penalty. 1 
The Parents that have their Children chriſten'd by Epiſcopal Miniſters 
are oblig'd to enter the Birth and Chriſtning of their Children in the Re- 
giſter- Books for Chriſtnings in their reſpective Pariſhes. | 
No Epiſcopal Miniſters are to marry any Perſons but thoſe whoſe Bannes 
have been duly -publiſÞ*d three ſeveral Lord's Days, either in the Epiſco- 
pal Congregations which the two Parties frequent, or in the Churches to 
which they belong as Pariſhioners. „ 2 
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6.2) 
The Laws againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality, and for frequenting Di- 
vinè Service on the Lord's Day, are to be ſtill in force, and executed a- 
ga inſt all Perſons that offend againſt the ſaid Laws; or ſhall not reſort ei- 
ther to ſome Church, or ſome Congregation or Aſſembly of Religious 
Worſhip permitted by this Bill. Os BY 
The Presbyterian Clergy are ſtill allow'd to inflict Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures 
upon thoſe of their own Communion, who ſhall be found Guilty: of any 
Crime or Offence, that is ſubje& to the Cognizance of their Eccleſiaſtical 
Judicatories. g IE. i 
No Advantage is hereby given to any Papiſt or Popiſh Recuſant, or to 
any Perſon that ſhall deny in his Preaching or Writing the Doctrine of the 
Ever · bleſſed Trinity. „ . 
If any malitiouſly or contemptuouſly come into Epiſcopal Aſſemblies 
and diſturb them, or miſuſe any of their Miniſters, upon Proof before the 
Juſtices, of the Peace, they ſhall find Sureties to be bound 1n recognizance 
in a certain Penal Sum, for their Appearance at the Seſſions, or before the 
Lords of the Juſticiary at Edenborough, or in the Circuits; and in default of 
ſuch Suretzes, ſhall be committed to Priſon, and upon Conviction ſhall for- 
feit a certain Sum of Money. 1 
And if the Magiſtrates, or any pretending to Authority, ſhall in contempt 
of this Law forbid or hinder choke of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion from meet- 
ing together for Divine Worſhip, in the Places under their Juriſdiction, or 
ſhall ſhut up, or cauſe to be ſhut up, the Doors of the Houſes or other Places 
where ſuch Aſſemblies are held, or intended to be held, they upon Proof of 
it, are alſo to be punifh*d. a | EE 


Upon Occaſim of this Bill "tis bumbly Qukk, 


I. Hether for a Toleration to the Epiſcopal Diſſenters in Scotland, 
die Repeallng an Act pared before the Union, and confirmed by 
the Union, will not weaken the Act of Union, in which all the Pxrvi- 
LEGES of the Church of Scotland (regular Marriages and Baptiſms among 
the reſt) were in the moſt ample and ſolemn manner confirmdꝰ.. 
IT. Whether the Preamble of this Bill does not contain an heavy Charge 
upon an Eſtabliſh'd Church that has endeavour'd to behave it ſelf with 
great Lenity, even when it has been many ways aſſaulte ß? 
III. Whether the Exauctorated Biſhops are by this Bill to be legally au- 
thorized to keep up a Succeſſion of Epiſcopal Miniſters in Scotland? Or 
whether a new Set of Biſhops in that Country is hereby intended to be pro- 
vided for, that there may ſtill be ſome to reap the Benefit of this Tolera- 
tion? And whether ſuch a Continuation of Biſhops in Scotland be not di- 
rectly contrary to the Act of Union? Or whether when the few Scotiſh Bi- 
ſhops that yet ſurvive are dead, it be intended they ſhould all be ordain'd 
in Exz/aud ? And whether this would not carry in it a Dependance on the 
Engliſh Biſhops ? | « 2300 © . 
IV. Whether it be equal that Perſons ſhould be exempted from all Inca- 
pacity, Forfeitures or Penalties, reſorring to Epiſcopal Meetings in Scot- 
land, when this very Parliament has made the Diſſenters of Englaud inca- 
pable of Poſſeſſing any Place of Profit and Truſt for reſorting to Presbyte- 
nan Meetings here? N 42 
V. Whether the bare Allowance by this Bill given to the Presbyterian 
Clergy in Scotland to inflict Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures upon thoſe of their own 
Communion, to the Excluſion of others, tho ever ſo flagitious, don't fall 
far ſhort of the Union-Act, which provides for the Continuance of the 
Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of the Church of Scotland, without 
any Alteration to the People of that Land in all ſucceeding Generations? 
5 n, Cap. 8. Seft. 2. 101) AH it 
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VI. Whether when the Epiſcopal Miniſters preſent Letters of their Or- 
ders to the Juſtices, they ſhouꝰd not alſo be obliged to certify the Places of 
their Worſhip, and obtain a Licenſe, as is required of Diſſenters in Exg- 
land? And whether all Churches and Chappels ſhould not be expreſly ex- 
cepted from becoming their Places of Worſhip ? 

VII. Whether for the greater Security of the Government, it is not fit 
that all Epiſcopal Miniſters that have the Benefit of the AQ, ſhould be ex- 
preſly required to take the Oath of Allegiance to the Queen, and ſign the 
Aſſurance that ſhe is Queen de Fare as well as de Facto, which is required 
of the Presbyterian Miniſters of Scotland? And whether all that call an E- 
piſcopal Miniſter to officiate in any private Copper ſhould not be 
obliged to qualify themſelves by taking the Oaths according to Law, as 
well as 3 is required of all that call a Presbyterian Miniſter to any Pariſh- 
Church! | 

VIII. Whether Epiſcopal Difſenters as well as others ſhould not be liable 
to Church-Cenſures for ſcandalous Immoralities, that ſo Temptation may 
not be offered Perſons to deſert the Eſtabliſhed Church in Scotland, and go 
over to the Diſſenters there, on purpoſe to eſcape Cenſure, when it is juſtly 
deſerved; and when their being exempted from it would be a Reproach to 
a Chriſtian Country? | 5 wh 
IX. Whether it be equal that Marrying Perſons ſhould be allowed to the 
Diſſenters in Scotland, when it is denyed to the Diſſenters in England? 

X. Whether ſome Proviſion ſhould not be made for the Puniſhing ſuch 
Epiſcopal Miniſters in Scotland, as leave out the Prayers in the Litur 
for the Queen and the Princeſs Sophia of Hanover, and the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion in that Family? | 
XI. Whether Epiſcopal Diſſenters in Scotland ſhould. not be obliged to 
ſubſcribe the Doctrinal Articles of the Eſtabliſhed Church there; as well as 


the Presbyterian Diſſenters here are obliged to ſubſcribe the DaQrinal Arti- 
cles of the Church of England? — | 


XII. Whether this Bill, which ſo fully authorizes the Uſe of the Litur- 
gy of the Church of Exgland in Scotland, tho' the Uſe of it could never ob- 
tain there, even in the time when Epiſcopacy prevailed, does not deſerve 
the matureſt Conſideration ? „„ 
XIII. And finally, Whether, When a Bill is depending, which ſo nearly 
affects the Eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland in her Rights and Privileges, 
which have been ſettled by ſo many Acts of Parliament, all which were 
fully ratified by the Act of Union, it be not equal and requiſite that ſhe 
ſhould have a reaſonable Notice of this Depending Bill, and be heard before 
the ſame do paſs? 
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